
George Wilkinson

George Wilkinson was born at Wombwell on 21st January 1895; he was the second 
son of George Wilkinson (senior) and his wife Harriet (nee Shaw). He had two 
brothers; Thomas (b. 1892) and William (b. 1897). He also had two sisters, May (b. 
1903) and Stella (b. 1905). The 1911 census indicates there was another sibling who 
died.

In 1897 the family were living on Blythe Street; the 1901 census shows the family 
living at 52 Atlas Street, Brinsworth where George’s father is a miner. May was 
born in Rotherham but Stella’s baptism at Wombwell Church indicates that on 5th 
February 1905 the family had returned to Wombwell and were living at 11 Foulstone 
Row. 

There is no information about where George went to school but by the age of 12 he 
was working at the pit. George’s father was only 39 years old when he was killed 
in a pit accident at Mitchell Main; he was buried in Wombwell Cemetery on 3rd 
November 1910. George was about 14 years old and family knowledge indicates that 
he was also working at Wombwell Main and helped to retrieve the body of his father 
he also worked at Mitchell Main. 

The family at this point were living at 4 George Street. 

Early in 1914 George married Mary Ann Tabor of Littlefield Lane and their first child 
Elsie was born on 14th June of that year; her baptism record show George, Mary Ann 
and the baby are living at 59 Littlefield Road.

Another memorable event of 1914 was that George decided to join up and travelled 
to Denham in Buckinghamshire to answer the call of the Church Lads’ Brigade 
commandant, Field Marshall, Lord Francis Grenfell. The battalion was formed on 
the 19th September 1914 and in June 1915 was attached to the 100th Brigade of The 
Kings Royal Rifle Corps.

By July 1916 George was near Lille in Northern France; the battalion then travelled 
by train to Amiens. After arriving at Amiens they were then marched to a trench at 
Bezantin le Petit ready to join the battle and take part in Field Marshall Haigh’s big 
‘push up’’ the Battle of the Somme. On the 15th July 1916 George and his comrades 
went ‘over the top’ and into the carnage. 

George’s uncle George Tabor had previously been killed in the first few days of the 
battle (his name can be found on the Thiepval memorial) and he was about to lose 
his cousin Joseph Hill who was part of the same battalion as himself and went over 
the top with him (Thiepval memorial); Harold Guest; another Wombwell lad was also 
killed that day.

George was hit by a shell and also shot, both of which caused serious injury to the 
area around his stomach. He was operated upon in France and then sent home. He 
recalled how he was brought to Southampton and how his stretcher was laid on the 
dock; he was then transferred to Bath where he had further surgery. His chances 
seemed bleak and his wife was sent for in order for her to say goodbye, however he 
recovered and after being in hospital until 1917 he was discharged. His son Michael 
recalled that George’s stomach and back was like a ‘patchwork quilt’ of scars. 

When George recovered he went on to work in the pits at Houghton and Darfield. 
He later received an National Coal Board certificate for 50 years work in the mining 
industry.

George and Mary Ann had eight more children; Thomas (b.1918) Betty (b. 1920) 



Constance (b. 1921) Hazel (b. 1923) Peter (b.1925) Dorothy Wendy (b. 1927) Avril (b. 
1934) and Michael (b.1937). 

The family lived in various houses in the Littlefield Lane/Road area. (The houses 
were owned by Mary Ann’s father Albert Henry Tabor) and they once moved to 
Tempest Avenue at Darfield only to return to the Littlefield area before finally moving 
to 65 Lundhill Road.

George was a popular face in and around Wombwell; like many other Wombwell 
men he had an allotment growing vegetables and sometimes rearing pigs. He loved 
following the horses and was a keen fisherman being a member of Station Lane 
Club fishing team.

George and Mary Ann lived to see all their children do well; Thomas gained a degree 
in Aeronautical Engineering and worked for the Air Ministry being awarded a B.E.M. 
Peter became a government scientist and Michael a teacher. Their four daughters all 
became teachers.

George and Mary celebrated their Diamond Wedding in 1974. 

Mary Ann died at the age of 84 and was buried on 13th October 1981; George died 
at the age of 89 and was buried on 20th February 1984. They are buried together in 
Wombwell Cemetery.   


